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AGENCY FOR BETTER LIVING 

Austrian Contribution to the 19th International Architecture Exhibition – 
La Biennale di Venezia 2025 
 
START OF THE SUPPORTING PROGRAM ON JUNE 7 

The opening of the Austrian Pavilion AGENCY FOR BETTER LIVING on 
May 10 marked the beginning of a discussion on the question of BETTER 
LIVING for all, as part of the Biennale Architettura 2025. The curators 
Sabine Pollak, Michael Obrist, and Lorenzo Romito explore practices, 
spaces, and rules for BETTER LIVING, showing that it is possible to take 
action against current capitalism-driven developments in the housing 
market. The starting point is Vienna and its pioneering role in the 
question of affordable housing for all. The exhibition in Venice compares 
Vienna’s top-down model of the “Caring City” with the bottom-up 
strategies of an active civil society in Rome. On Saturday, June 7, 2025, 
the supporting program officially starts with workshops, presentations, 
and excursions aimed at discussing the conditions for future BETTER 
LIVING.  
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The program addresses economic and ecological perspectives, as well 
as topics such as tourism, feminism, and transformation of existing 
buildings. The events will use an ASSEMBLY format. The “Space of 
Negotiation” in the courtyard of the pavilion offers a platform with an open 
center. On certain days, the ASSEMBLY will be accompanied by 
excursions or walks – to occupied houses in Venice, to emerging 
environments in the Venice Lagoon, or in specific neighborhoods with 
active civil society groups. In addition, curator’s-tours through the 
exhibition or Venice will be offered. 
 
Architects, researchers, politicians, planners, activists, and social groups 
are invited to the events to discuss the question of BETTER LIVING 
together with visitors to the Biennale. 
 
The events will be recorded and subsequently published on 
labiennale2025.at. 
  
The supporting program is kindly financed by MA 50 City of Vienna, 
Department for Housing Promotion and Arbitration Board for Legal 
Housing Matters. 
 
 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Unless otherwise stated, the events will take place in the Austrian 
Pavilion in the Giardini of the Biennale Architettura 2025.  
 
7.6.2025, from 11 am  
ASSEMBLY #1: 
ASSEMBLY FOUNDING EVENT 
Presentation, Curator’s tour, Talk  
Guests: 
ASC, Microclima, OCIO, Officine Marghera, Pandora, Poveglia per tutti, 
ReBiennale, Rivolta, Sale Docks, Veras 
 
8.6.2025, 11 am 
ASSEMBLY#1: 
TOUR OF THE CITY WITH ASC, Assemblea Sociale della Casa 
Guided Tour 
Meeting point at the main entrance of the Giardini della Biennale 
 
 
28.6.2025, from 11 am  
ASSEMBLY #2: 
NEW TYPOLOGIES OF COEXISTENCE for BETTER LIVING 
Presentation, Curator’s tour, Discussion 
 
A dialog between Spin Time (Rome), Sargfabrik (Vienna) and Kalkbreite 
(Zurich) 
 
 



 

AUSTRIAN PAVILION  
BIENNALE ARCHITETTURA 2025 
 
CURATORS: SABINE POLLAK,  
MICHAEL OBRIST, LORENZO ROMITO 

info@labiennale2025.at 
biennale@artphalanx.at 
www.labiennale2025.at 

Guests: 
Sargfabrik Vienna: Robert Korab  
Kalkbreite, Zurich: Res Keller 
Spin Time Labs, Rome: Chiara Caciotti. Ottavia Cernuschio, Alessandra 
Cutolo, Mattia Ferrari, Giulia Fiocca, Giacomo Florenzano, Emmanuel 
Koami Yovogna, Sara Moutawakil, Cecilia Pellizzari, Paolo Perrini, 
Rebecca Venzi 
 
29.6.2025, 11 am 
ASSEMBLY #2: 
TOUR OF VENICE WITH SPIN TIME 
Social Tour 
Meeting point at the main entrance of the Giardini della Biennale 
 
 
12.7.2025, 3.30 pm 
ASSEMBLY #3: 
FEMINIST URBANISM FOR BETTER LIVING 
Curator’s tour, Discussion 
Guests:  
Florencia Andreola, architectural researcher, University of Bologna 
Azzurra Muzzonigro, architect, curator, and urban researcher 
Julia Girardi-Hoog, architectural sociologist, City of Vienna 
 
 
30.8.2025, 11 am 
ASSEMBLY #4: 
COMMONNING BETTER LIVING 
Curator’s tour, Discussion 
Guests: 
Elke Rauth, Christoph Laimer, dérive – Verein für Stadtforschung, Vienna 
Robert Temel, architectural and urban researcher, Vienna 
Activists from Quarticciolo 
 
A dialog between Quarticciolo and new Viennese neighborhoods 
 
31.8.2025, 11 am 
ASSEMBLY #4: 
TOUR OF VENICE WITH QUARTICCIOLO 
Social Tour 
Meeting point at the main entrance of the Giardini della Biennale 
 
 
12./13.9.2025, 3 – 6 pm 
ASSEMBLY #5: 
BETTER LIVING AS TRANSFORMATION 
Presentation, Discussion  
 
UAH! GOES BIENNALE  
Talking about Unconventional Affordable Housing! 
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Guests: Constanze Wolfgring (Vienna, Milan), Francesca Serrazanetti 
(Milan), Gennaro Postiglione (Milan), Angela Barbanente (Bari), Massimo 
Bricocoli (Milan), Elena Marchigiani (Trieste), Daniele Petrosino (Bari) 
 
 
21.9.2025, 3.30 pm 
ASSEMBLY #6: 
ECONOMIES OF BETTER LIVING 
Curator’s tour, Discussion 
Guest: Gabu Heindl, architect and architectural theorist, Vienna 
 
 
27.9.2025, 3.30 pm  
ASSEMBLY #7: 
DESIRES OF BETTER LIVING 
Curator’s tour, Discussion 
 
 
10.10.2025, 2.30 pm 
ASSEMBLY #8: 
ECOLOGIES OF BETTER LIVING 
Presentation, Curator’s tour, Discussion 
Lago Bullicante and other emerging ecosystems 
Guests:  
Lina Streeruwitz, architect and urban planner, Vienna 
Forum Territoriale Parco delle Energie, Rome 
 
11.10.2025, 11 am 
ASSEMBLY #8 
Excursion to Sant’Andrea 
 
 
24.10.2025, 11 am 
ASSEMBLY #9: 
SCHOOL OF BETTER LIVING 
“get involved VII – patternlanguage” – to act and impact in space for 
better living / International symposium of architectural and built 
environment education for young people 
Further information: www.bink.at/en/get-involved-vii-patternlanguage/ 
 
 
15.11.2025, 2.30 pm 
ASSEMBLY #10: 
BETTER TOURISM, BETTER LIVING 
Curator’s tour, Discussion 
 
 
22.11.2025, 3 pm 
FINAL ASSEMBLY #11: 
THE MANIFESTO OF BETTER LIVING 
Discussion 
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Information about the latest program can be found at: 
https://labiennale2025.at/en/program/  
 
 
FURTHER EVENTS IN BERLIN AND BASEL 

12.6.2025, 7 pm / BERLIN 
ARCH+ FEATURES 128: The Austrian Pavilion at the Biennale 
Architettura 2025 
 
Talk with Michael Obrist, Sabine Pollak, and Lorenzo Romito 
Moderated by Anh-Linh Ngo 
 
Austrian Cultural Forum Berlin  
Stauffenbergstraße 1 
10785 Berlin 
 
The event will be held in German and English. 
Please register here:  
https://bmeia.liland.cloud/app/registration/form/event/33720572/    
 
  
 
19.6.2025, 6.30 pm / BASEL 
Rehearsing Change: Four positions on the Architecture of 
Coexistence 
 
Guests: 
Amy Perkins, Zurich 
Daniele Santucci, Munich 
Michael Obrist, Vienna 
Yves Behar 
 
LAUFEN Forum  
4242 Laufen, Switzerland 
A collateral event by LAUFEN during the Art Basel 
In collaboration with AGENCY FOR BETTER LIVING 
 
Registration required: www.laufen.com/news-stories/architecture-during-
art-2025 
 
 
Subject to change 
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MEDIA CONTACT 

ART:PHALANX – AGENTUR FÜR KULTUR & URBANITÄT 
Susanne Haider, Catharina Cramer 
biennale@artphalanx.at 
phone +43 (0) 1 524 9803-11  
mobile +43 (0) 699 120 51700 
https://labiennale2025.at/en/press/ 
 
DOWNLOAD MEDIA INFORMATION: 
https://labiennale2025.at/en/press/media-information/ 
 
DOWNLOAD PRESS IMAGES: 
https://labiennale2025.at/en/press/press-images/ 
 
PRESS OFFICE OF THE BIENNALE ARCHITETTURA 2025 
Architecture Press Office La Biennale di Venezia 
Ca’ Giustinian, San Marco 1364/A 
30124 Venice 
phone +39 041 5218849 / 846 / 716 
pressoffice@labiennale.org 
www.labiennale.org/en/press 
 
PRESS ACCREDITATION  
www.labiennale.org/en/architecture/2025/accreditation  
 
PRESS CONFERENCE AND OPENING OF THE AUSTRIAN PAVILION  
Friday, May 9, 2025 (press conference: 1 pm, opening: 3 pm) 
 
VISITOR INFORMATION 
Austrian Pavilion 
Biennale Architettura 2025 
19th International Architecture Exhibition – La Biennale di Venezia 
www.labiennale2025.at  
 
Preview Days: May 8 – 9, 2025, 10 am – 7 pm 
Exhibition Duration: May 10 – November 23, 2025 
Opening Hours: 11 am – 7 pm (May 10 – September 28), 10 am – 6 pm 
(September 30 – November 23) (closed on Mondays, except May 12,  
June 2, July 21, September 1, October 20, and November 17) 
 
Giardini della Biennale 
Sestiere Castello, 30122 Venice, Italy 
www.labiennale.org 
 
INSTAGRAM: www.instagram.com/austrianpavilion  
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/AustriaAtVeniceBiennale  
#AgencyForBetterLiving #AustrianPavilion #BiennaleArchitettura2025  
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PROJECT TEAM 

COMMISSIONER: 
Federal Ministry of Housing, Arts, Culture, Media and Sport, Division IV – 
Arts and Culture 

CURATORS: 
Sabine Pollak, Michael Obrist, Lorenzo Romito 

DESIGN: 
Sabine Pollak, Michael Obrist, Lorenzo Romito 

RESEARCH TEAM VIENNA: 
Sabine Pollak and Michael Obrist in collaboration with Research 
Department Housing and Design / Institute for Architecture and Design / 
Faculty for Architecture and Planning / TU Wien (Adna Babahmetović, 
Tatjana Bergmeister, Peter Fattinger, Sinem Firat, Marie Gnesda, Laura 
Huber, Michael Klein, Bernadette Krejs, Diego Martinez, Franz Ollertz, 
Franziska Orso, Lorenzo Vicari, Costanza Zeni) and Anton Krebs, Armin 
Linke, Carla Lo, Gili Merin, Nikola Miloradovic, Zara Pfeifer, Miriam 
Pollak, Lotte Schreiber, Paul Sebesta, Veronika Wladyga 

THANKS TO: 
Peter Bauer, Katharina Bayer, Carina Bliem, Thomas Bozzetta, Joschka 
Brangs, Josef Cser, Theo Deutinger, Paulus Dreibholz, Benni Eder, 
Katharina Egger, David Eisl, Aline Eriksson, Anne Catherine Fleith, 
Kathrin Gaál, Michael Gehbauer, Julia Girardi-Hoog, Daniel Glaser, 
Maria Groiss, Dieter Groschopf, Nina Haider, Friedrich Hauer, Gabu 
Heindl, Kurt Hofstetter, Susanne Kallinger, Winfried Kallinger, Emma 
Keller, Robert Korab, Roland Köb, Andre Krammer, Theresa Krenn, 
Christina Lenart, Christoph Limbeck-Lilienau, Max Limbeck-Lilienau, 
Michael Ludwig, Thomas Madreiter, Materialnomaden, Madlyn 
Miessgang, Judith Moser, Viktoria Neuber, neunerhaus, Luz Olivares 
Capelle, Mario Paintner, Markus Pendlmayr, Katrin Pilz, Ulrike Pitro, 
Planet 10, Gregor Puscher, Bruno Sandbichler, Richard Scheich, 
Christina Schraml, Milica Simic, Amila Širbegović, Lina Streeruwitz, 
Katharina Urbanek, Verein Frauenwohnprojekt ro*sa, Bernd Vlay, Viola 
Wagner, Michael Wallraff, Natascha Weiß, Wiener Wohnen, 
Wohnservice Wien, Marie-Noëlle Yazdanpanah, Karin Zauner-Lohmeyer, 
Markus Zilker, Peter Zoderer 

RESEARCH TEAM ROME: 
Stalker/SUN – Scuola di Urbanesimo Nomade in collaboration with 
Forum Territoriale Parco delle Energie, IURmap, MAd’O@Santa 
Croce/SpinTime, School of Herat, Scomodo, Vega 

Giulia Fiocca and Lorenzo Romito with Tommaso Arnaldi, Jessi 
Birtwistle, Marco Burrascano, Ottavia Cernuschi, Valeria Cirillo, Mateusz 
Dalla Torre, Chiara Davoli,  Anton Filchakov, Giacomo Ruben 
Florenzano, Silvio Galeano, Morteza Khaleghi, Armin Linke, Leroy 
S.P.Q.R’dam, Francesca Pionati, Edoardo Quattrucci, Irene Romito 
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THANKS TO: 
Action Diritti in Movimento, BPM Blocchi Precari Metropolitani, Centro 
socio-culturale Ararat, Coordinamento Cittadino di Lotta per la Casa, 
Forum Territoriale Parco delle Energie, Metropoliz/MAAM, Porto Fluviale, 
Quarticciolo Ribelle, 4 Stelle, Santa Croce/Spin Time 

Assalti Frontali and Muro del Canto, Edoardo Bucci, Luca Capuano, 
Ulisse Cavallari, Alejandro Cifuentes, Valentina Cocco, Marco Corirossi, 
Tano D’Amico, Gianrico Di Fonzo, Giacomo Fabbri, Glenda Furini, 
Federica Giardini, Alessandro Imbriaco, Pierre Kattar, Lorenzo La 
Rovere, Rossella Marchini, Stefano Montesi,  Valerio Muscella, Daniele 
Napolitano, Paolo Palermo, Sara Paolella, Giovanni Parente, Cecilia 
Pellizzari, Flavia Rizzuto, Andrea Sabbadini, Tommaso Salaroli,  

Chiara Sandri, Stefano Sbrulli, Reza Haidari Shahbidak, Flavia Sorichetti, 
Hamid Sultani, Pietro Vicari, Wuarky 
 
Archivio Rodrigo Pais (Alma Mater Studiorum – Biblioteca Università di 
Bologna), Centro di Documentazione Maria Baccante, Comune di 
Montanaro (TO), Fondazione Gramsci, Fondazione Primoli, Fondo Italo 
Insolera, IRSIFAR Istituto romano per la storia d’Italia dal fascismo alla 
Resistenza, ISIA Roma Design, Istituto Centrale per la Grafica, Istituto 
Luce, Laboratorio Circo-Università Roma Tre, Libreria Anomalia-Centro 
di Documentazione Anarchica, Micro Stamperia Quarticciolo, Museo 
Cambellotti Latina, Open Impact, Polo Civico Quarticciolo, 
Sovrintendenza Capitolina (Archivio Storico, Galleria d’Arte Moderna and 
Museo di Roma) 

Roma Capitale - Assessorato alla Cultura, Assessorato e Dipartimento 
Lavori Pubblici e Infrastrutture, Assessorato al Patrimonio 

LANDSCAPE CONCEPT: 
Carla Lo Landschaftsarchitektur 

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING: 
Peter Bauer, Werkraum Ingenieure ZT 

PROJECT & PRODUCTION MANAGEMENT: 
section.a, Vienna 

PRESS & PUBLIC RELATIONS: 
art:phalanx, Vienna 

VISUAL COMMUNICATION: 
Bueronardin, Vienna 

PROGRAMMING WEBSITE: 
Philipp Daun, Vienna 

FISCAL PROJECT MANAGEMENT: 
Georg Geyer, Kanzlei Geyer & Geyer, Vienna 

INSURANCE: 
Barta M.A.I. (Managing Art Insurance), Vienna 
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PARTNERS AND SPONSORS 

On behalf of 
 

 
 
General Partner 
 

 
 
 
With the support of 
 

 

Main Sponsors 
 

 
 
Sponsors 
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Friends 

 
 
Sponsors in kind 

 
 
 
 


